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October 3, 2001

For Immediate Release:
EIU CONFERENCE TO FOCUS ON INTERNET TECHNOLOGY/REGIONAL COMPETITIVENESS
CHARLESTON -- Leading-edge companies from central Illinois and Indiana will present
their most recent e-business initiatives at a conference, "The E-Business Revolution in Central
Illinois: How Technology Is Improving Business Practices and What It Means to You," Friday, Oct.
26, at Eastern Illinois University.
The conference will be held from 8 :30 a .m. to 1:30 p.m. in Roberson Auditorium, Lumpkin
Hall room 2030. An informal "Meet the Speakers" session will immediately follow the presentations.
Admission to the conference is free, although seating is limited, and the event is open to the
public. For information and/or to assure a seat, register at the conference Web site
(http://www.eiu.edu/-business/ecommerce) or call (217) 581-6110. Directions to Lumpkin Hall and
parking instructions may also be obtained at the Web site. Other inquiries may be directed to
Richard Palmer at (217) 581-8308.
The conference will showcase ways in which central Illinois and Indiana companies are
using or can use the Internet and/or networking technologies to compete in the global economy.
Three presentations will demonstrate how major companies in the region use Internet-based
technology to manage supply, distribution and sales channels; improve company performance and
regional competitiveness; and open new markets for products. The implications of these changes
on the knowledge base and skill sets that these companies require of their employees, including
new hires , also will be addressed.
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astern Illinois University emphasizes distinguished teaching in the liberal arts, sciences and selected professions. A traditional,
residential state university of recognized quality, Eastern enrolls more than 10,000 students in undergraduate and graduate programs.
The university, located in Charleston, also serves the region through a variety of non-credit and off-site degree programs, as well as cultural
and recreational opportunities. Eastern's pursuit of excellence attracts well-qualified students of an increasingly diverse population and a
teaching faculty active in research and public service who utilize the latest technology.
www.eiu.edu
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E-BUSINESS CONFERENCE

Joseph Allen of Caterpillar Engine Products Division will present "E-business Is Business," a
study of how Caterpillar operationalizes its "e-philosophy" across its extended enterprise. Courtney
Spooner of ADM will present "e-ADM," a secure Web site where ADM interacts with and provides
services to its farmer and Co-op customers. Mike Messmer of Kimball Industries will demonstrate
Kimball Industries' customer portal and a state-of-the-art design/specification and sales visualization
tool, a technology developed in cooperation with 20/20 Technologies of Canada.
In addition , two presentations will showcase the results of recently completed studies of
e-business with implications for central Illinois. Bill Rowland of i-Partnership and chief executive
officer of First Mid-Illinois Bank & Trust will present a study of the potential opportunities for central
Illinois locations to serve as hubs from which Web-based merchandisers can warehouse and
distribute goods. Richard Palmer, the Lumpkin Distinguished Professor of Business at Eastern, will
present just-released survey results on the use of a-procurement technologies (e-auctions,
exchanges, software) and discuss the implications for regional businesses.
This conference is being sponsored by Eastern's School of Business and supported by
funds from the Lumpkin Foundation Endowment.
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